Judah Returns
To

Jerusalem

Part 1l
_




1. Cyrus 1s the King
and releases the
Jews



2. Zerubbabel
assigned to rebuild
the temple




3. Facing opposition,
construction ceased for 14
years and God sends the
Prophet Haggai.




4. Construction resumes
but faces more
opposition. The governor
appealed to King Darius
to order Judah cease

construction



5. Seventy years
later, Ezra returns
to restore worship

in the temple

s



* % %
Ezra 7: 11-26

n1'What follows is the letter that King Artaxerxes
gave Ezra, priest and scholar, expert in matters
1nvol¥ing the truths and ways of GOD concerning
Israel:

12-20 Aprtaxerxes, King of Kings, to Ezra the priest,
a scholar of the Teaching of the God-of-Heaven.

Peace. I hereby decree that any of the people of
Israel living in my kingdom who want to go to
Jerusalem, including their priests and Levites,
magf go with you. You are being sent by the king
and his seven advisors to carry out an
investigation of Judah and Jerusalem in relation
to the Teaching of your God that you are

carrying with you. _ .



You are also authorized to take
the silver and gold that the king
and his advisors are giving for the
God of Israel, whose residence is
in Jerusalem, along with all the
silver and gold that has been
collected from the generously
donated offerings all over
Babylon, including that from the
people and the priests, for The

Temple of their God in
Jerusalem. ‘




Use this money carefully to buy bulls, rams,
lambs, and the ingredients for Grain-
Offerings and Drink-Offerings and then
offer them on the Altar of The Temple of
your God in Jerusalem. You are free to use
whatever is left over from the silver and
gold for what you and your brothers decide
is in keeping with the will of your God.
Deliver to the God of Jerusalem the vessels
given to you for the services of worship in
The Temple of your God. Whatever else you
need for The Temple of your God you may

pay for out of the royal bank. ‘



21-23 [, Artaxerxes the king, have formally
authorized and ordered all the treasurers of
the land across the Euphrates to give Ezra the
priest, scholar of the Teaching of the God-of-
Heaven, the full amount of whatever he asks
for up to 100 talents of silver, 650 bushels of
wheat, and 607 gallons each of wine and olive
oil. There is no limit on the salt. Everythin
the God-of-Heaven requires for The Temple of
God must be given without hesitation. Why
would the king and his sons risk stirring up
his wrath?

24 Also, let it be clear that no one is permitted
to impose tribute, tax, or duty on any priest,
Levite, singer, temple security guard, temple

servant, or any other worker connected with
The Temple of God. ‘




25 ] authorize you, Ezra, exercising the
wisdom of God that you have in your hands,
to appoint magistrates and judges so they
can administer justice among all the people
of the land across the Euphrates who live by
the Teaching of your God. Anyone who does
not know the Teaching, you teach them.

26 Anyone who does not obey the Teaching
of your God and the king must be tried and
sentenced at once—death, banishment, a

fine, prison, whatever.



Malachi 2: 13-16

1315 And here’s a second offense: You
fill the place of worship with your
whining and sniveling because you
don’t get what you want from Gob. Do
you know why? Simple.

Because GOD was there as a witness
when you spoke your marriage vows
to your young bride, and now you’ve
broken those vows, broken the faith-
bond with your vowed companion,

your covenant wife. GOD, not you, _
made marriage. ‘




His Spirit inhabits even the smallest
details of marriage. And what does he
want from marriage? Children of God,
that’s what. So guard the spirit of
marriage within you. Don’t cheat on
your spouse.

16 “T hate divorce,” says the GOD of
Israel. GoD-of-the-Angel-Armies says, “I
hate the violent dismembering of the
‘one flesh’ of marriage.” So watch
yourselves. Don’t let your guard down.

Don’t cheat. ‘



6. Nehemiah rebuilds
the wall

4.__-‘



e
7. Two-hundred years later
Rebuilt Temple
Restored Worship
Reconstructed Wall
And still a

Rebellious People.

In steps a rebuking prophet,

Malachi ‘




Malachi 4:4-6

4 “Remember the law of my servant
Moses, the statutes and rules!?! that I
commanded him at Horeb for all Israel.

5“Behold, I will send you Elijah the
prophet before the great and awesome
day of the LORD comes. ¢ And he will turn
the hearts of fathers to their children
and the hearts of children to their
fathers, lest I come and strike the land
with a decree of utter destruction.”l<!

_


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Malachi+4&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Malachi+4&version=ESV

Matthew 11 13_14

13 For all the Prophets and
the Law prophesied until
John, 4 and if you are willing
to accept it, he is Eljjah who

1S to come.



Luke 1:17

17and he will go before him in
the spirit and power of Eljjah, to
turn the hearts of the fathers to
the children, and the
disobedient to the wisdom of
the just, to make ready for the

Lord a people prepared.” l



